Activity: Timeline of Evolution
Instructions:
- Print out the activity sheet.
- Cut out the events provided below.
- Using the information, create a timeline on a separate sheet of paper or on the board.
- Place the events on the timeline in the correct order.
- Be prepared to discuss the timeline in class.

Events to cut out:

Earth forms (4.5 billion years ago)

Earth cools (4.0 billion years ago)

First life - prokaryotic cells (3.7 billion years ago)

First nucleated cells (eukaryotic cells) (1.5 billion years ago)

Multicellular life (0.5 billion years ago)

First human creature (0.005 billion years ago)

Homo sapiens (0.0001 billion years ago)

Mahidol University funded (0.0000002 billion years ago)

Once the timeline is complete, use the timeline as a visual aid during the class discussion to
help students understand the vast time scale of evolution and the major events that have
occurred throughout Earth's history.



QUESTION

As a museum director, how would you design an exhibit on the timeline of evolution to make
it both engaging and educational for visitors? Example from The Field Museum Chicago.

TORY OF EARTH ON YOUR ARM

Earth is 4.5 billion years old. That’s a lot of time.

Imagine all that time, plotted on your arm.
Earth formed at your shoulder. From there to right past
your elbow, not much happened. Around your forearm,

the first single-celled creatures emerge. Look closely at the
tiniest last sliver of your fingernail: that’s all of human history.

YouR HAND: WHERE THE ACTION IS

Complex life forms emerged and evolved
in just 600 million years.

Humans
First dinosaurs
First tetrapods
First fish

First multicellular life




